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We Are READY to Get Back to NORMAL 

Agape Open Golf Tournament: August 29, 2020  
 

 Register at https://www.agapecentersml.org/golf 
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       Where Needs Meet AGAPE Love    May-June 2020 

KEY DATES  

COVID restrictions have been lifted 

enough that we can start operating the way 

we’re use to, with some precautions in place. 

Praise God! As Sue said in her note last 

month, our Lord never stops working. He’s 

open 24/7, no matter the crisis, no matter the 

circumstances. And we as a team have done 

our best to provide what we could for our clients and to take 

advantage of this downtime to take stock, spruce up areas and 

make improvements. 

On the surface, we’ve welcomed clients, scheduled their 

next appointment or two, kept their client and USDA records up 

to date, loaded their food, provided some household goods and 

furniture, did a little mentoring and, most importantly, we 

prayed with them often — in the reception area, at the appoint-

ment desk, in the mentoring area and when loading the items 

into their cars. We couldn’t hug, but we smiled, we commiserat-

ed, we encouraged and we showed them Our Lord’s love the 

best we could. The clients, in turn, expressed their gratitude for 

us being open and often reassured us that God is good and that 

God has this. A big thank you goes out to our clients and volun-

teers for their patience, flexibility and ingenuity during these 

confusing times. 

Behind the scenes, The Agape Center has been a’buzz. As 

Sue so eloquently put it, “We kept dancing in the rain!” Nothing 

really shut down. The truck drivers and the pantry people con-

tinued to keep the shelves full. The ladies doing the gift baskets 

continued putting them together and even got a jump on Christ-

mas. Our phone people kept taking calls. The First Impressions 

team kept the main building clean and sanitized. (continued pg. 2)  

When you’re out and about, be sure to pick up 
a free copy of the Summer 2020 issue of the  
Discover Smith Mountain Lake magazine. The 
Agape Center is featured (pg 6). Or you can click 
here on the image of the magazine. 

https://www.agapecentersml.org/golf
https://5f30b2cd-6ac9-49df-af4c-a68d6dc94060.filesusr.com/ugd/dc6d38_9bdb2753c33044e5aea0e1602abad3ec.pdf
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We Are READY to Get Back to NORMAL 

(continued from page 1) 

Household and the Runners organized and reorganized 

their shelves. Clothing slowed down since we weren’t 

taking donations, which worked out great for the new 

head of that department who was able to get familiar 

with the area and make some changes. Rick Johnston 

continued to do the myriad of things that he handles. 

The new head of the Store spent a good deal of time 

sprucing up the store with fresh paint and better organi-

zation, plus getting a handle on what the Store Clerks 

and Stockers do. Intake took in a lot of donations at the 

very beginning of COVID and worked on sorting and 

organizing those goods. The department heads contin-

ued scheduling their teams for the following month. 

Many of our volunteers whose areas were shut down 

helped out in the pantry or wherever needed. And Sue, 

Karen and Jack kept the whole place running smoothly 

despite all the new challenges. We “danced in the rain” 

with a positive attitude and a heart full of faith – a faith-

ful heart! Thank you, Jesus! 

Stepping back into normal, there will be a few 

changes. First of all, we will be following Virginia’s 

Phase 2 guidelines for limited capacity, physical dis-

tancing and heightened sanitary and disinfection practic-

es. Main points: 

• Clients must wear a mask when they come into  

the Agape Center unless they have a medical  

condition. When they are inside, it will be up to 

them whether or not they keep the mask on. In the 

mentor rooms, however, both the mentor and the 

client must be wearing masks. Clients will be  

encouraged to wear masks in the Store. Toy Room 

will be closed. 

• No more than 1 person or child may accompany a 

client in the store. 

• The given number of clients in the various client  

areas will be kept to a minimum. Chairs in the lobby 

and the hallway will be spaced apart .  

• All mentor rooms will be open. Mentor and client 

and any one accompanying client required to wear 

masks. 

• Plexi shields have been installed at the front desk, 

the appointment desk and in the USDA office. 

• Hand sanitizer and masks will be available through-

out the Agape Center. 

• Client may get out of their cars to check the “Free” 

table, to load their groceries, household goods and 

furniture. Again, they will be encouraged to keep 

their masks on and the number of people in the  

outside areas will be monitored. 

• The Gift Shop will be open. There will be many  

clients “shopping” for their birthday basket since 

none have been given out in recent months. Wearing 

of masks is encouraged. 

• A written document has been prepared for our Span-

ish speaking clients with instructions explaining 

what they are to do under the current conditions. 

How can you help? Continue to pray for those in 

need and for guidance and direction as the COVID-19 

challenges continue. Monetary donations and, of course, 

whatever time you can give are always appreciated. If 

you are able to help or want to know more, call our office 

at (540) 296-0609.  

By the Numbers… 

April 2020 April 2019 
Families 671 Families 797  
Individuals  2,266 Individuals 2,726 

May 2020 May 2019 
Families 623 Families 778  
Individuals  2,057 Individuals 2,654 

Welcome New Volunteers! 

Dana Jarvi – Pantry 

Laura Jarvi – Pantry 

Amber Quill – Clerk 
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We know we live in an incredible community and it’s 

times like this that we really appreciate just how giving 

our local neighbors are. Back in March, when restaurants 

had to close their doors and were faced with a very  

uncertain future, the owners of The Landing Restaurant 

recognized that they had food that would go to waste if 

they didn’t find something to do with it, that they had 

workers that needed to stay employed, AND that there 

were a lot of people nearby who would go hungry if 

something wasn’t done. Bruno and Tiffany Silva made it 

their mission to SUPPORT, FEED & LOVE at-risk 

families and seniors in the greater Smith Mountain Lake 

region. 

The first week they took on the project they asked the 

schools for a list of families who needed assistance. That 

week they served 30 families and seniors and now they 

provide meals to 98 families, 375 people, 3 times a week 

in Bedford and Franklin Counties. A running tally of the 

number of meals served is kept on a board at the restau-

rant. Last week they passed the 11,000 mark! 

The restaurant has volunteers who pick up meals and 

bring them directly to families. The boxes are fully load-

ed with a dinner that is cooked and ready to eat — baked 

ziti, chicken soup, barbecue pork, salad and mac and 

cheese have been some of the featured items. Tiffany said 

The Landing Restaurant Shifts Its Focus to Feeding Our Community 

Zoe Silva giving a meal to an Agape client  
(image from The Landing Love Project Facebook posting May 14) 

the only thing a family might have to do is reheat the 

meal. 

With donations of time and money from people in  

the community and in partnership with the World Central 

Kitchen, [I repeat] they have provided (stocked, cooked, 

packaged, delivered) over 11,000 meals since the middle 

of March. All while keeping their restaurant business  

going with take-out and delivery.  

In addition, they have blessed groups like The Agape 

Center by taking a day to surprise them with meals. On 

May 14th Tiffany Silva and her daughter Zoe handed out 

350 meals to the clients that were here that day. The 

meals included spaghetti & meatballs, Asian noodle 

bowls, and pork and chicken stir fries. We certainly felt 

the love the Landing Restaurant and its volunteers are 

expressing! To top it off, they came back the following 

Saturday and dropped off meals for our clients that day. 

In doing a little research for this story, I discovered 

that the Silvas’ goal to feed those in need during the  

pandemic has evolved into a passion to support our com-

munity in ways that will continue long after this crisis is 

over. Through this project, they have learned that our 

community is starved for literacy support programs and 

they are they taking on a new challenge to feed the mind 

as well as the body. Their next step is to add reading  

material and activity books for the kids along with the 

food deliveries. To accomplish this, they are seeking  

personal donations of books and are also working with 

the local library systems and Friends of the library sys-

tem to acquire donated materials.  

The Silvas see that these “food-challenged” families 

— adults and children alike — could benefit from men-

toring and tutoring assistance as well and are looking into 

the possibility of providing a safe place in the community 

that can not only feed these families but also address lit-

eracy challenges. There are more details about this goal 

on their “THE LANDING LOVE PROJECT” website 

(http://thelandingsml.com/thelanding-love-project/ ). There 

is also a place on that webpage to make a donation or 

send them a message that you’d like to get involved. I am 

sure your encouragement would be appreciated.  

We thank the Silvas, The Landing  

Restaurant employees and volunteers  

for their support of The Agape Center.  

http://thelandingsml.com/thelanding-love-project/
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Last month’s newsletter included an article on 

Lisa Floyd’s idea of offering several (13) of her 

paintings in a silent auction on Facebook to bene-

fit The Agape Center. The auction was held over 

just a couple of days with a minimal amount of 

exposure. This event resulted in Lisa presenting us 

with a check for $730! Lisa had never been to the 

center before so Karen Jones gave her the tour. 

Lisa was greatly impressed by how much we do in 

the many ways we help our community. She’s 

been so moved by this visit that she is planning to 

do another auction this summer with more public-

ity, different themes and a display of the paintings 

in the SML Coffee Shop before the auction is 

held. Thank you, Lisa! 

Sue Lipscomb & Karen Nikic receiving Lisa 

Floyd’s check on behalf of The Agape Center 

Coronoavirus Heroes (continued) Page 4 

Folks Have The Agape Center on Their Minds  

Donald Gillette 

Because We Care Ministries 

Donald Gillette, president of Because We Care 

Ministries, had to cancel an upcoming  mission trip 

to Nicaragua due to the Covid quarantine. Donald 

arranged with Halesford Baptist Church to have the 

variety of food items intended for that trip delivered 

to the Agape Center. Thank you, Donald! 

Karen Contarino (above) 

Ron & Sharen Cordell 

(right) 

Karen Contarino and Sharen Cordell made 

good use of their time sequestered to make 

face masks for our clients and volunteers. 

Thank you, Karen & Sharen! 
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Jeremiah 18:6 "“Behold, like the clay in 
the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, 
O house of Israel.” (ESV) 

Golf Tournament  
Fast Approaching! 

    The Agape Open will be 

here before we know it. We 

need sponsors and golfers. 

More information and online 

registration is available on 

our website: 

agapecentersml.org/golf  

 

May we stand together and pray for God to heal our 

land, and strengthen His people. May we pray for all 

those in authority. May we pray for God’s miraculous 

intervention, for blind eyes to be opened, for many to see 

the power of our Lord as never before.  
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Bits & Pieces 

From the Book Shelf 

Mended Pieces of a Life 

Made Whole, Angie Smith 

 Angie Smith compares her life 

 to a broken pitcher. A pitcher  

reduced to mangled pieces of 

clay. She had lost a daughter 

and wondered where God was 

in all this and how she could go 

on. Through all her sorrows, the Lord came to her and 

showed His majesty and His grace. His compassion and 

love gave her the strength to face the tomorrows He 

gave her and her family. 

As Angie read and studied her Bible, the pain less-

ened as she understood that God and only God can re-

build a ruined and broken vessel. His grace seals us all. 

In our weakness, He excels. It is through our imperfec-

tions that our Lord is magnified. It is through our lives 

that He steps out and shows us and others that He is in 

charge. He mends us and we are His beloved. We are 

the bride of  a bridegroom who leaves nothing un-

touched by mercy. Our Lord Jesus leaves us mended by 

His own hands. 

Diane Davis 

Agape Book Reviewer 

  

Department Head Changes 

Department Previous Leader New Leader 

Clothing Leslie Burzynski Lynda Howell 

Store Kris McKenzie Gale Beaulieu 

Data Linda Pyle Doreen Balzarini 

Building Mtnce. Jack Lipscomb Clay Beaulieu 

Truck Mtnce. Jack Lipscomb Bill Galeota 

Christmas Is Coming! 

The Christmas Factory at Agape is ready to start  

putting together hundreds of baskets for our clients.  

Your help with the following items would be greatly 

appreciated. 

Candles (3 oz. jar) Mugs 

Dishtowels CDs – Christian and/or  

Cocoa (individual packets)                 Christmas 

And for Birthday Baskets: 

Toiletries (men & women) Kitchen items 

Playing cards Purses 

Anything that would go into a beach bag 

Summer Is Here! 

Our Gift Shop 

theme this summer 

is focused on our 

country’s birthday 

and the blessing of 

our freedom. 

https://www.agapecentersml.org/golf

